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STANDING ON THE SHOULDERS OF PAST WORK

• FOR DECADES RESIDENTS OF COLOR WERE DISCUSSING AND DOCUMENTING THE RACIAL 

DISPARITIES OF THE MADISON AREA REGION—FROM HOUSING, EDUCATION, ECONOMIC 

CONDITIONS—AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

• IN 2007, GOV. JIM DOYLE COMMISSIONED A TASK FORCE ON REDUCING RACIAL DISPARITIES 

IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE.  CO-CHAIRS SPENCER COGGS AND NOBLE WRAY

• IN 2008, DANE COUNTY CREATED THE TASK FORCE ON RACIAL DISPARITIES WITH COMMUNITY 

ADVOCATES, SYSTEM ACTORS, AGENCY DIRECTORS, AND RESEARCHERS.



OVER 80 RECOMMENDATIONS, 
STARTING WITH A “CALL TO 

ACTION” FOR ALL
COLLABORATIVE BODY THAT MET FOR OVER A YEAR

STAFFED BY THE DANE COUNTY OFFICE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

USED AS A LAUNCH PAD FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE CHANGES IN 

POLICY, PRACTICE AND PROCEDURAL SHIFTS

GALVANIZED GRANT FUNDING AND LOCAL INVESTMENT TO 

INCREASE RACIAL EQUITY
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2010-2014

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRETRIAL REFORMS



2014-2016

INCREASING LOCAL 
COLLABORATION: RES 556 ADDING RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS

Bureau of Justice Assistance, Center for Effective 

Public Policy, The Perception Institute, Arnold 

Ventures, Vera Institute of Justice, MacArthur 

Foundation SJC



2017-2019
DATA SHARING AND INCREASED COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT



2019-PRESENT
DATA PARTNERSHIPS, COMMUNITY JUSTICE CENTER, 

INCREASED VISIBILITY



QUESTIONS?

• COLLEEN CLARK BERNHARDT, CJC COORDINATOR

• CLARK.COLLEEN@COUNTYOFDANE.COM


